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INTRODUCTION 
Especially during the last few years students have become less and less involved in issues dealing with 

Poverty, Human Rights and the Environment. More and more, they choose for a short study period at a 

University so that when this period is over they can set out for a fast career in for example the business 

world. Individualism has more than ever taken over any form of global concern. This, despite the fact 

that almost half of the world lives on less than two euros a day, Human Right violations are more rule 

than exception and problems related to the Environment are enormous and aggravating. Therefore, I 

initiated the idea for AWAke International. As a result, we, a number of economics students, got 

together in the beginning of 2003 and founded Student Association AWAke International, which 

officially started operating from September 2003. 

 
OBJECTIVE 
Knowing that it is not possible for a few students to solve the world’s problems and knowing that the 

current students are the policymakers of future, AWAke International decided to make a difference 

through them. AWAke International has as objective to make students aware of and involve them in 

issues dealing with Poverty, Human Rights and the Environment. Besides being the bridge between the 

students and these issues, AWAke International also commits itself to these topics by raising money 

and donating this to (own) development projects. 

 
FROM APRIL TO DECEMBER 2003 
Working together with my colleagues in the board and (later on) many active members, AWAke 

International was founded and grew both in size and importance. In December 2003 (after only four 

months of official existence), AWAke International consisted, in addition to the board, of seven 

different committees, totalling more than 30 active members and over 60 passive members. AWAke 

International obtained office space and two computers at Tilburg University and during its four months 

of operation it organised a wide range of activities, including: an information lecture, an active 

members meeting, a discussion drink about the effects of globalization, an AWAkening on the refugee-

problem (this included: lectures, a movie and a charity-party), a lecture on the consequences of World 

Bank-lending and an evening-lecture on the debt problem of developing countries. In addition, and 

among others due to its activities, AWAke International received attention from both the University 

and the national newspapers and has established a firm name and network both at the University and 

abroad.  

 
CURRENTLY 
At the moment, AWAke International consists of over 170 members of which more than 40 are active. 

 

 
 

Peter van der Windt (August 28, 2006) 
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