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INTRODUCTION 
The role of multinational corporations in developing countries is one of high current relevance, but also 

one of debate. On the one hand, the operations of these corporations can be detrimental to the 

developing country. Not, or less, constraint by domestic laws, these corporations have an almost free 

hand in exploiting the (child) population by using it as cheap labor, to wipe-out competition from small 

and medium-sized enterprises and to embark on actions detrimental to the (domestic) environment. On 

the other hand, these companies can be a blessing for developing countries. By supplying jobs and 

knowledge, these companies can be one of the few possibilities to overcome poverty.  

 
MAY 2003 
In May 2003, working together with my colleagues in the organizing committee, VITE International 

was able to present its conference at Tilburg University: “Multinationals and Developing Countries: A 

Matching Couple?” The conference itself dealt with the role and the influence of multinational 

corporations in and on developing countries. In order to do this correctly the conference incorporated 

the view of all stakeholders involved: scholars, students and representatives from the government, 

companies, civil society, and the developing world. Consequently, we had a wide range of speakers, 

including: Professor R. Rasiah [Professor at the United Nations University Intech, Maastricht]; Mr. 

Van der Ham [Director of Icco: the biggest Co-Financing Organization (CFO) in the Netherlands]; Ms. 

Van Ardenne – Van der Hoeve [current Dutch Minister for Development Cooperation]; Mr. Van Loon 

[Director at VNO-NCW: the Dutch Employer-union]; Mr. Van Kooten [Issue-Manager for Shell]; Mr. 

Durweal [Director of Fair Trade]; Her Excellency Ms. Priscilla Jana [Ambassador for the Republic of 

South Africa to the Netherlands]. 

 

Similarly to the speakers, also the participants included scholars, company-, civil society-, developing 

country- and government-representatives and students from both Dutch Universities and abroad. 

During the day more than 200 people participated in the lectures, parallel-sessions, discussions and 

workshops.  Moreover, the turnover of the conference was one of the biggest Student Association 

VITE International had ever seen. 

 
FEBRUARY 2003 
In February 2003, a few months before the conference took place, Jan Pronk [former Minister for 

Development Cooperation and currently Special Envoy for the United Nation’s Secretary General Kofi 

Annan] kick-started the conference with a pre-conference lecture. This pre-conference lecture dealt 

with the United Nation’s World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg a year 

earlier. More than 150 people attended this lecture. 

 

 

Peter van der Windt (August 28, 2006) 
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